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Introduction
	Robert Michael Mapplethorpe was a renowned American photographer; he did his best as a black and white photographer with his work featuring subjects with an array such as portraits with celebrities on it, nudes for females and males, still-life images, and self-portraits. Robert always mentioned that he looked for anything unexpected, things people have never seen before. Through his photography, many felt challenged, as there was a presentation of classical and beautiful images. Mapplethorpe was born in Queens, New York in 1946, and was brought up in a background full of strict catholic individuals. He later enrolled at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn when he was sixteen, through which he studied, sculpture painting, drawing. His major work was his collaboration with Patti Smith, with the cultural perspective of promoting neutrality in his images which were all in black and white
Principles of Design
	Among the few photographers who have sparked the nation debate of eroticism and freedom is Robert Mapplethorpe. He championed erotic black and white photography with a fetish and leather gay imagery in New York City. Majority of his accomplishments in art has come across many media. Mapplethorpe had a formalist in photography who allowed the artist to approach certain subjects primarily through composition and beauty in his content. He preffered taking portraits, and from his images, many museums were posthumously. His photography was also edgy and on a pornographic verge, as well as employed racism. He featured graphic depictions of homoerotic and 	S&M based photos, in which the viewers saw his fascination on black nude male bodies. His work had no intentions of allowing ideological or political framework. Mapplethorpe is considered as a legend in regards to historical photography in which he was considered a traditional black and white photographer, who found his sexualizing, as well as a dedication to self-portraiture.

Robert’s collaboration with Patti Smith
	It is evident that his collaboration with Patti Smith was everyone’s favorite; this is because he took photos of a famous musician, which appeared to his album as well as other renowned magazines at the time. His significant collaboration was with Patti Smith as his muse; this happened in 1975, and their relationship was more of lovers, friends, soul mates but above all, artistic collaborators. Overall, their relationship was unique. In 1967, they first met, and they began living together for some time, until 1970 they moved to Chelsea Hotel in New York, the hotel by then was famous for hosting artists, writers, and musicians. After their move, Mapplethorpe took several photos of Smith. One of their photographs landed a cover page on the volume of poetry in 1973, as well, as, in 1975, their picture appeared in her album Horses. Smith's album, Horses, gained an iconic status achievement for her popular music after Smith's style was defined as uncompromising. From Robert's photographic angle, Smith appeared aggressive and vulnerable; this photo was from the one she wore a messy shirt and seemed to lean against a wall as she stared at the camera.
Content from Mapplethorpe’s art
	Mapplethorpe bought his first camera in 1970, whereby he started taking collages, after which he realized he had an interest on Polaroid photographs, he developed techniques and formats which led him to work on mote commercial projects. He created photographs for the musician Patti Smith, which was a series of portraits and some for magazine’s interviews. Despite his diagnosis of AIDS, his efforts accelerated increasing his ambitious projects. He also took photos of children although his career, with his main aim of these images is to emphasis on their innocence, self-consciousness and sense of playfulness. His subjects were from a wide range of cultural and social context, from royalty to aristocracy to rent boys. His images also consisted prominent figures such as William Burroughs, Truman Capote, and Andy Warhol, as they reflected the cultural scene of New York. 
	Robert’s photographs were considered as “perfection” through all his subjects which were mostly portraits and nudes to architecture and flowers. He had a perfect study on human figure. His sculptures were geometrical and symmetrical as from the sculptures he uses. Mapplethorpe states that while images of the body were associated with ideals of beauty, the portrait is often associated with individuality and identity. He claimed that through the self-portraits he made, a part of him was expressed as well, encouraging him to be more self-confident of his work. He also claimed that the key to a successful photograph is balance and harmony, and through such aspects he expressed technical mastery which placed him at the center of debates around self-expression arts. 
As a form of communication, this artistic seemed to pass critical information to the communities he interacted with. As it was in the past, fighting for freedom would be symbolized by artists though sculptures. Robert was no different as in some of his work, he is seen trying to fight racism. As most of his photos he would take, he would portray professionalism, which would outbring confidence and free-thinking expression. His work was valid and is still valid in our communities today. Society houses many evil vices and through study of art., people become enlightened and become self-proclaimed, they cannot be tortured in anyway of their rights mi used. 
Conclusion
 	The primary key to good photography, according to Mapplethorpe's photography, was having harmony and balance. His photography had the composure of his images emphasizing geometry and structure. The majority of his photos indicated perfect symmetry. In his photographs, he also had his background of symbolism from specific religions. Such aspects made his photography evolutional. Currently, Robert's art is still easy to find, as it was the plight of an expression on artistic, which he had significant concerns on and his consistency in developing new levels of art. Unfortunately, many artists taboo his work, but he remained the most respected photographer ever lived. His accomplishments had a universal value on attributes on beauty and symmetry, as he tried his best through his discerning eye to capture those factors in his photography. He believed that through photography the search for original self-expression was over resulting to a revolution in the art photography.



